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MEMORANDUM for. Director Nutton-i o 

xor. National Reconnaissance Office 

SUBJECT. rro Aircraft Operations 


REFERENCE: 


(0 CctToT^S *"“ 1863 - Operation* 
<b) Apru 1983 - NB0 


establishment 'of'!? Hatiolf J c ^ outUn ®< 1 » proposal for the 
Operations Center, and 1 R^fi r ^5“ n ?!!}*ff oc * °*«ce Aircraft 
original proposal »“h nllllot A lrV iiCh “f 11 * 10 * the 
reviewed, mile the anoUfi^i™ operations, have been 

explain the^mS o? ciTTn'itf 1 * 7 ami “«» - 
1 believe that the basic nrnrJL«f * ln t hi * organization, 

certain fundamental sanageneSTweaknesse^”^ *** involve « 

th° *®rve t ij a A dua Incapacity C ? llB for the Present 

the JC3 and the DNilO. This tvoe of aLt" 1 * 11 * erve two chiefs, 
always confusing and in or>fratiIL?f ‘‘••Possibility is 
roast be absolutely clear cut Th£ 1 rh3f Uatio,l# co *»»n<i lines 
be placed in an a Lost impossible the JRC voul * 

** n tb ‘ Jt S « «M wer^not in mC.:!'"' 1 ™ 

the HRO *ith°^[*ni^i of'ex.Jif*? 1 ® ? bJact tve of providing 

with fi 3 Sht &c tiwities can be achieved iJ* ai *thority over all 
without confusing the conaaand line« d r k!.? 1 ** 11 " fashion 
accomplished by establishing a ^_^ e ^ leVe this can be 

aI 3 ^} rcraf t overflights under th* * hich would include 

establishment in the sale Sa^eJ L S ntro1 ot the *iUtary 
the overflight, signed a “ 


NRO review(s) 
completed. 



enow i 1 

Exclufiod t;CH onto:"' ■* 
toBBsrap -:J 5 

Seclrjji.. - 


25X1 

25X1 


v. h 1 :.. t iL § 
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Subject: NRO Aircraft Operations 2 


Program £ would be the responsibility of the JCS and the 
Chairman ox the JSC could be the Director of Program £ in 
the same way that the BD/B is the Director of Program B. 

4. The Director of Program E would then be charged with 
presenting plans for all overflights assigned to its responsl- 
jDKR0 for approval and submission to higher 
authority as required. Another function of the Director of 

*• *° “» la tain an information center for the 
KS0 al i a * rcraft operations. The NUO could then have a 

overfii£h+ f «f° r ■°? i J® rin 8 * nd processing when necessary all 
plans w *«ther they were to he conducted by the DOD 
in a f eBult ?* its reviews this staff would then be 

ttdvice to the DM80 leading to any 
action which he might be required to take in this area. * 

. ?* .£^ rdi “ ti011 at an operational level between CIA 
jbt o?%nnn ‘r°£* iBue ** *** the past in accordance with 

20 July 1961 * *ltl» a few exceptions, 
wm r! 1 ? n has worked extremely well over the past 
C *ifl £ f 0 P erat ions for which CIA has been 
th9 JC ? has continuously supplied varied and 

carried^out very complex operations have been 

32*? hlgh degree ol efficiency. In this con- 
Pf 01 * 0 *® 1 states that the NRO has inadequate 

Xt tJXof ^th?S e ^I?v Per ®° nn ! 1 * WMU thia “ ay be nome- 

ZtZtt 22 ? SUC ?» * lnce in the P»8t the NRO 

Ibelieve it* J2 2 2?*5 C !i V ! P* rt in sucb aircraft operations, 
i nexievo it can be said that both the DOD and crA ove»*f n»ht 

programs have demonstrated outstanding competence in n«!!!SL 

n?r«nnn^T 0 *? OnS + b *® organizations are indeed staffed with 
personnel of outstanding operational experience. I believe 

^iX n LXj; t iL B ^ ly ,s??? ri ® nced poSoXr;o«id^e leve 

sss: S'.syss whicb - ight *• 

?; c^.Si“ri?fh t :L2: t ^s.r iDt * ■ iiouid aiso *• 

+A n^ ragra P b 2b of the basic proposal states 
that the Deputy for Operations, NRO Staff, will 

XsijL dCS Thif t ?, be covered *> J satellite 

i* a functlon of COMOR-CSIB and 
cannot be carried out by a NRO staff officer 
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Subject: Mao Aircraft Operation* 


.. . J* Paragraph X at the top of page 2 state* 

JjjjJ Dopoty for Operations would prepare a 

Gronn^ ? KTi ° t0 £or * ard to the Special 

bT?S; rL^ibflJ^ ° f the * ia « should 

«I^rL , T* 1Wn * ibl J llty o£ th ® Director of Prograa B or 

^ a ** Minor case* this could be done by the 
Deputy for Operation* with coordination of the final 
version with the Director of PrograsB 


Signed 


Distribution: 

1 & 2 - Addressee 
3 ft' 4 - Dr . 3euvl] 
c # - DD/R Subj 
6 - DD/R Chrono 

* “I , 

DDR : HScoviij.©; 


Herbert Sooville. Jr. 

HERBERT SCOVIDLE, jr. 
Deputy Director 
(Research) 
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